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to the coast of Sierra Leone, there is a secret society called
^secret      ttie Purra or Poro* " which is partly of a religious, but chiefly
society       of a political nature.    It resembles free-masonry in excluding
females, and in obliging every member by a solemn oath,
which I believe is seldom violated, not to divulge the sacred
mysteries, and to yield a prompt and implicit obedience to
every order of their superiors.     Boys of seven or eight years
of age are admitted, or rather serve a novitiate until they
arrive at a proper age; for it is difficult to procure exact
information, and even somewhat dangerous to make many
inquiries.    Every person on entering the society lays aside
his former name and assumes a new one; to call him by his
old name would produce a dispute.    They have a superior
or head purra  man,  assisted  by a  grand council, whose
commands are received with the most profound reverence
and absolute submission, both by the subordinate councils
and by individuals.    Their meetings are held in the most
retired spots, amid the gloom of night, and carried on with
inquisitorial secrecy.    When the purra comes into a town,
which is always at night, it is accompanied with the most
dreadful howlings, screams, and other horrid noises.    The
inhabitants, who are not members of the society, are obliged
to  secure   themselves  within   doors;   should   any one  be
discovered without, or attempting to peep at what is going
forward, he would inevitably be put to death.    To restrain
the curiosity of the females, they are ordered to continue
within doors, clapping their hands incessantly, so long as the
purra remains.     Like  the secret tribunal, which formerly
existed   in   Germany,   it   takes   cognizance   of   offences,
particularly  of witchcraft   and   murder,  but   above  all of
contumacy and disobedience in any of its own members, and
punishes the guilty with death in so secret and sudden a
manner, that the perpetrators are never known : indeed, such
is the dread created by this institution, that they are never
even inquired after."*    When the members of the purra or
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